
Air Conditioning 

 

The above diagram shows one air handler in the attic and one in a basement (for the sake of showing the different options).  Typically there would be one unit in one location or 

the other.  Multi-zone systems could have multiple air handlers in different locations.  In those cases, there would be one condensing unit for each air handler. 

Condensing Unit 

Located outside the house 

-Consists of a compressor, fan, 

and heat exchanger 

-This unit pumps the refrigerant 

to the air handler to cool the air 

*Air Handler 

Can be located in the attic, crawlspace, 

basement, or utility room 

-Consists of an evaporator coil, air 

filter, and blower 

-Warm air pulled into unit, where it is 

cooled, filtered, and distributed to all 

conditioned rooms or spaces 

*Air Handler 

*Air Handler 

Air Vents 
One in each 
habitable room 

Return Vents 
Typically one 
per floor 
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